europe region hot topics for Learning and Intelligent Systems (ELLIS), a multinational institute that would be devoted to AI research. The concept is modeled on CERN, the particle physics lab created after the World War II to stem the flow of physicists across the Atlantic. Although it is not clear whether ELLIS will get off the drawing board, the EC has promised to spend an additional $1.7 billion on AI research between 2018 and 2020, which it hopes will stimulate a further $2.8 billion investment by publicprivate partnerships.
That comes on top of a pledge by the EC and EU members states to spend $1.1 billion building worldclass supercomputers, after recognizing that Europe is also falling behind in this area. "We do not have any supercomputers in the world's top 10," Andrus Ansip, EC Vice-President for the Digital Single Market, said in January 2017. "We want to give European researchers and companies world-leading supercomputer capacity by 2020-to develop technologies such as artificial intelligence and build the future's everyday applications in areas like health, security or engineering." However, both China and the U.S. are also investing heavily in AI research and supercomputing capacity.
Commercializing

Quantum Computing and 5G
The EC is also anxious for Europe to commercialize quantum computing. Blogging about its new $1.1 billion Quantum Flagship initiative, Ansip wrote: "While Europe has many world-class scientists in this field, there is so far little industrial take-up or commercial exploitation here." After More than six in 10 respondents (61%) say the security and privacy features of an IT product play some role in their choice, while 27% are ready to pay more for better security and privacy features.
Europeans also tend to be greener than North Americans. More than nine in 10 respondents (94%) say that protecting the environment is important to them personally, and among these more than half (56%) say it is very important. j These findings have remained broadly consistent over the past decade.
Europeans have mixed feelings about the direction in which ICT is headed. Although more than six in 10 respondents have a positive view of robots and artificial intelligence, an even higher proportion (72%) agree robots and AI steal jobs.
